And the winner Iis...

New art in
Lake Oswego

The ballots are in, and the winning
sculpture is “Complement II” by
Marrilee Moore. The polished steel
and colorful glass ball sculpture on
the corner of 2nd St. and A Ave, will
now officially become a permanent
part of the Lake Oswego public art
collection.

This is the fifth year in a row that
the Lake Oswego Foundation for the
Arts, in partnership with the City of
Lake Oswego, has given the public the

opportunity to select the sculpture to be-

purchased from the Gallery Without
Walls rotating exhibit. Ballots were
available on line, in newspapers, and
throughout the community.

The Gallery Without Walis
Selection Comumittee considered sev-
eral issues when choosing the five
sculptures for this year’s ballot. Will it
hold up over time? What else is in the
permanent collection? How can the
collection showcase a diversity of
intent, materials and form?

The final five were “Dancing Fool
#5” by Micajah Bienvenu (at 314 St.
and A Ave.), “Wormy Apple #2” by
Ed Humpherys (Lower Millennium
Plaza), “Complement II” by Merrilee
Moore (20 St. and A Ave.), “Three
Shades” by Steve Reinmuth (Foothilis
Park), and “Departure I” by W. Scott
Trimble (16325 Boones Ferry Rd.).

Many indicated that the decision
was difficult, as all of the sculptures
were very well liked. However, the
winning sculpture may have gone the
distance because, as one voter said, “It
makes me happy every time I see it

The Foundation is currently
preparing for fifieen new sculptures
that will be rotating into the commu-
nity this summer. Each piece in the
rotating exhibit stays for two years.
All the pieces are for sale.
Approximately half the art will be
leaving the community this summer.

For additional information contact
Cheryl Brock at 503-675-3738.

leke Opweg> Revig~ 5127/0%

_ mcwg_,,:m,__ z_aa .
The public voted for “Complement | by Marrilee Moore to stay in Lake Oswego as péft
of the parmanent public art collection Gallery Without Walls. S ey
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By MICHELLE TE
£
. There’s something about
;public art that just gets people
excited.

“ Just ask Jamet Gogue, an artist in
“Girants Pass who recently f{inished a
Ynural on the side of an office building
“she called “one of the ugliest in town.”
" perched vpon scaffolding in- the cen-
Jer of town, Gogue (pronounced go-
“gway) received car honks, thumb up
fund several compliments for tuming the
side of a building into a beautifully-
Yandscaped piece of art.

* «paople love art in action,” she said
: by telephone from her
home in southem Ore-
gon. “Like with this
rmueal 1 just did, peo-
ple would drive
around the block five
times just fo see it
happening. They

much fun”

Gogue has been
painting large musals
and doing decorative
painting for the past

¢ m&.@ s the five years, since mov-
- MM.&«WM ing to Qm&:m Pass 10
 pusHca be near her daughier.

She had been doing
graphic art and painting for 35 years,
and was looking to step up her game.
x 1 didn’t have my computer when I
moved, and I knew 1 liked to paint,” she
~said. “1 thought, “Maybe I can paint in
people’s houses,” so I did and 1 am.”
w Cogue paints murals, faux finishes
zand hand-painted tiles. She recently
,completed some grapes in a home that
she’s particularly proud of. So much so,
she wants to go back and re-do aay
grapes she’d previously painted.
“Ie was just how grapes should look,”
she said. “Others that 1 did, they didn’t

ww.&.m the depth of real grapes. But -

H

Lk T

ART FOR THE MASSES

WILSONVILLE SPOKESMAN «= 5280}

thought it was so

.O.om.cn signed up for

[T — :Ernu:rh TOWNE m_ma_u.h

I I
FOR THE WILSONVILLE

A4S i
SPORESMAN

Grants poss residents offen would drive around the hlock five fimes just to get u hetter view
of the public ert mural that Janet Gogye crented.

"

everyday is a learning process.

Which is what happened when
Art along the
Rogue, 2 well-attended chalk-art com-
petition in downtown Grants Pass each
summer that draws thousands of visi-
tors.

“This town is very,

very, very sup-

s

portive of the aris,” she said. “They
come up with projects for artists to do.
That's one of the reasoms I moved
here.” . .

Tired of the small northemn California
town she’d been living in for so many
years, Gogue relished the opportunity to
try something new. For the first few

MR Granis Poss artist Janet Gogue will be in
- Wilsonville this weekend to kick off the new
- chalk art event af the Fesiival of Arfs. .

years, business was easy and she mmmmw.

found ‘work through word-of-mouth.
T moved, and.it’s true, and P'm thriv-

ing,” said Gogue, who then added, “as-
much s you can thrive in this economy.’

Business has slowed down. I was doing

"2 lot of spec work, but [ haven't had a

call for six months, I was doing faux
finishes, columns. All of the builders
were trying to outdo each other. But
that came to a screeching halt. People

© don’t have extra money anyraore.”

Gogue knew she’d have o rely on

- her marketing background to get more
* jobs. And that's when Wilsenville came

calling.

- Kit Whittaker, an organizer for the
Festival of Arts, found Arf on the Rogue
and contacted its organizer, asking for
an artist recommendation.

“Ie sent them my name and I said,
“Yes, I'd love to,”™ said Gogue. “Ast is
about enhancing the quality of life,
that's the bottom line to me, I'm exeit-
ed. 1 can’t wait fo come.”

Gogue has enjoyed the challenge that
chalk art on a sidewalk brings, but ac-
knowledges it has some drawbacks. as
well.

“Being on your hands and kaees in
the hot sun for two days, well, your
hands get raw,” she said. “Sometimes 1
wrap paper on my fingers because of
having to blerd chalk into the pave-
ment. It’s a challenge, but it’s being part

- of the community. People come around

and talk to you. They ask, ‘How did
you do that?" I aiso like that it’s tempo-
fary. By the third day, people are driv-
ing on it, It’s such an extravagant out-
lay, and then it’s gone.”

She cautions that she's not a profes-
sional street paimter, having only laid
chalk to sidewalk four times, but she
won trophies for two of her efforts.

Tie magic is behind the science, she
said.
“You just snap off a grid, mark off
your square info sguare foot sections
and put your aptwork on those same
sections.” Gogue said. “You sketch

e

using that grid. Then you just start fill-
ing it in. You have to plan ahead. Once
the chalk is down, it doesn’t blow away,
but it can smudge if you start walking
or kneeling on it”

She recently saw an email from a
friend with several pictures of three-di-
mensional art. Like most people who
view it, she wondered, “How did they
do that?” .

“Eor me, it's fun for once a year”
said Gogue. “It’s something different to
do” _

Street paintings got their origins in
the 16th century Madoanari, she said,
who replicated the masters’ paintings on
the streets for the common person 1o
view.

“Not only was this an education for
the viewey, but also for the artist who
was sbie to study the master’s tech-
niques,” she said.

Gogue said that good chalk art
shouldn’t just be something to draw, hut
should be something that the public can
recognize. American gothic, she said, is
quite popular at street fairs and is, in
fact, a requirement at Art on the Rogue.

“They jury what we do, and you have
to submit your art beforehand,” she
said, “because they don't want the gual-
ity to slip.”

For Wilsonville, Gogue said she
plans to give a few pointers, but jus
wants festival goers to see the possibili-
ty that street art can bring.

“To me, it’s a hoot,” she said. “It’s alt-
new too. It’s something you can get in-
volved in and it’s for anybody who's
physically able to get on their hands and
knees. 1 couldn’t do it every day, but
you can muster up the energy for two
days a year. You wear a big straw hat
and you keep going until it’s done.”






